
By Holly Evans
news@leader-news.com

Tractors of all kinds, old and new, 
made their way to the American Le-
gion this past Saturday for the 14th 
Annual Everyday Heroes Tractor 
Pull.

The event almost didn’t happen 
this year due to the cost of the scale 
used to measure the weights. How-
ever, volunteers pulled together to 
get a local scale fixed up and ready 

to go for the big day. 
“Between insurance, vans, and 

employees, it costs them about 80K 
a year, but the veterans go free and 
there’s no charge ever to them, and 
our husbands love old tractors, their 
friends like old tractors, so we put 
this together through that,” said 
Sherry Roddy, one of the founding 
families of the tractor pull.

While testing out their strength 

By SHANNON CRABTREE
publisher@leader-news.com

Investigation continues into three 
burned bodies found outside Burr 
this weekend while the man believed 
responsible sits in the Fort Bend 
County Jail.

Robert Sat-
terfield is held 
in lieu of $1.5 
million in bonds, 
an amount in-
creased from 
$300,000 Mon-
day on the re-
quest of the 
Wharton Coun-
ty District At-
torney’s Office.

At this point, the charge remains 
felony murder, but it could be up-
graded to a capital offense later.

Believed to be those of an Angle-
ton family who disappeared June 13, 
the remains were located Saturday 
after Wharton County Sheriff ’s dep-
uties and Texas Rangers responded 
to a tip.

“It was a combination of wit-
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RAIN GAUGE
Last 7 Days............................. 2.01 In.

Last 30 Days........................... 3.59 In.
Same Time In '17 .....................  4.37 In.

Year To Date ........................ 13.17 In.
Year To Date '17 ....................  21.12 In.

BURN BAN LIFTED

Last Week:  Avg. HigH: 88º • Avg. Low: 72º

Data Collected by LCRA at El Campo Memorial Hospital

COUNTY’S MEAN KBDI: 396
Burn Ban is put into effect when the 

mean KBDI reaches or goes above 500.

Wednesday
Heavy Rain
DAY: 70%    HIGH: 86º
NIGHT: 40%    LOW:  75º

Thursday
Thunderstorms Likely
DAY: 60%    HIGH:  88º
NIGHT: 20%    LOW:  74º

Friday
Slight Chance of T-Storms
DAY: 20%    HIGH:  91º
NIGHT:   0%    LOW:  76º

saTurday
Slight Chance of T-Storms
DAY: 20%    HIGH:  92º
NIGHT:   0%    LOW:  77º

Official: rail park may bring 1,000 jobs
With Ground Break
Comes Marketing
Campaign’s Start

TOO RAINY FOR ON SITE EVENT: Devel-
opers of the Southwest International Gateway 
Business Park gather with state and local offi-
cials Tuesday for a ceremonial ground breaking. 
Pictured (l-r where visible) are CDC Executive 

Director Carolyn Gibson, CDC members Larry 
Russell, David Allgayer and Wesley Lange, CDC 
President Kinnan Stockton, Mike Gray from 
Ridgemont, Zack Markwell from Stonemont, Tim 
Carr from Kansas City Southern, State Rep. Phil 

Stephenson, Betty Russo representing Gov. Greg 
Abbott, City Manager Mindi Snyder, City Coun-
cilwoman Gloria Harris and El Campo Mayor 
Randy Collins.

By SHANNON CRABTREE
publisher@leader-news.com

Gathered around a sand-filled 
trough in El Campo’s Civic Center 
Tuesday morning, officials “broke 
ground” on a soon-to-be developed 
multi-million dollar rail-supported 
warehouse development.

Dubbed the Southwest Interna-
tional Gateway Business Park, the 
540-acre site is located at the inter-
section of CR 421 and U.S. 59.

“This is a huge stride forward. It 
has the potential to create a lot of jobs 
... (and) ... making Wharton (County) 
one of the regional hubs. This could 
be the break we’ve been waiting for,” 
State Senator Lois Kolkhorst (R-Br-
enham) told the Leader-News.

Kolkhorst, who’s coverage area in-
cludes Wharton County, was on hand 
for the ceremony along with State 
Rep. Phil Stephenson (R-Wharton), 
a representative from Gov. Greg Ab-
bott’s office and most of El Campo’s 
City Council and City Development 
Corporation.

Lafayette Steele, 65, of El Campo, rides “Lil’ Quick” Saturday before he participates in the Wharton County “Love Everyone” 
Freedom Festival parade to celebrate Juneteenth at Willie Bell Park in El Campo. Steele was among others who enjoyed the 
Juneteenth festivities that included a talent show Friday night and a barbecue cook-off Saturday. For more on the event, please 
see “Festival For Freedom” on  Page 3-A. 

Juneteenth Observance
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Bodies found
in Burr area,
suspect now
in custody
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Tractor pull collects funds
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Off With A Roar

Sullivan Robertson, 3 years old, of Victoria, participates in the kiddie “trac-
tor” pull Saturday during the 14th Annual Everyday Heroes Tractor Pull at the 
American Legion. The fundraising event helps toward the transport of veterans 
to and from veterans hospitals. 

EC Librarian 
Ready For 

New Chapter

L-N Photo by Shannon Crabtree

The $125 million Phase 
1 of the development should 
bring needed jobs as well as 
spur other growth.

“My estimate is this park 
could create at least a thou-
sand jobs or more,” said Mike 
Gray with Ridgemont Prop-
erty Group.

Developers Stonemont 
Financial Group, Ridgeline 
Property Group, Kansas City 
Southern and NAI Partners 
have yet to announce a client 
for the facility. However, Gray 
said, “The door is now open 
for business at the Southwest 
International Gateway Busi-
ness Park.”

Lease proposals are being 
sent out to potential clients 
this week with construction 
anticipated “in the near term.”

Gray and Zach Maxwell 
with Stonemont both thanked 
the efforts of locals in making 
the project a reality.

“You will not be disappoint-
ed in the people of Wharton 
County and how hard they 
work,” Kolkhorst told them.

In addition to the jobs the 
park will create, citizens can ex-
pect more, Stephenson added.

“It will bring in many sat-

ellite businesses and econom-
ic growth,” he said, adding, 
“This just might be our mo-
ment. It’s up to you El Campo 
and Wharton County to make 
our area great again.”

Once fully in place, the 
development is expected to 
bring $16.7 million in utility 
franchise fees for the city.

KCS rail runs from the 
Port of Lazaro Cardenas 
on Mexico’s Pacific Coast 
through Laredo, up the com-

pany’s main line to Houston 
and ultimately north to Kan-
sas City.

“This is potentially very 
big. This is great for Wharton 
County,” CDC Board Presi-
dent Kinnan Stockton said.

CDC directors approved 
up to $3 million in utility line 
construction funding in April 
2017 while the city agreed to 
cover the $397,500 cost for 
designing water and sewer 

extensions from existing lines 
to the proposed development.

The development is pro-
jected to add $1.5 million in 
tax revenues to El Campo 
ISD, $600,000 to Wharton 
County, $170,000 to Whar-
ton County Junior College, 
$255,000 to the hospital dis-
trict and $62,000 to Emergen-
cy Services District 1.

Property taxes for the city 
are projected at less than $1 
million because tax dollars 

in the target area have been 
redirected to a Tax Reinvest-
ment Zone funding freeway 
frontage roads.

It’s growth, Mayor Randy 
Collins said, but added, El 
Campo is not forgetting its 
roots. “We are not putting a 
blind eye to future agriculture 
and oil and gas development, 
and I’d like to thank those 
people for what they’ve done 
for the last 100 years.”
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at least a thousand jobs or more,”

– Mike Gray, Ridgemont Property Group

GROWTH SPURT:  The $125 million Phase 1 of the rail park development should bring jobs to 
El Campo and Wharton County. 
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